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Next Issue:

The next issue of WEST PENN
BASEBALL PROSPECTS will
be published in late March.
Check our website for monthly
prospect updates.

Website:

 WEST PENN BASEBALL
PROSPECTS’ website address is
www.wpabaseball.com. Please
visit and tell me what you  would
like to see added to the site.
Back issues can be downloaded
from the website.

Changes to Newsletter

As West Penn Baseball Prospects
continues to evolve and learn from
its successes and mistakes, we are
making a change in our newsletter
effective with the current issue. In
each of our past issues the principal
newsletter content has been prospect
listings and prospect biographies.
This results in prospect biographical
information being “scattered”
through various issues, making it
difficult for a college coach, or any
other interested party, to sit down
and read about our prospects.

 A couple of months ago we added a
prospect list and prospect bios to our
website. This accomplished a couple
of things. First, it put all the prospect
information in one place, making it
much easier to review information
about Western Pennsylvania
prospects. Second, it allowed us to
update prospect information without
having to publish a newsletter. Our
practice is to update the prospect
listings and bios on a monthly basis.
This means that a newly identified
prospect is no more than 30 days
from appearing in our listings and
being available to college coaches.

To get on-line access to the prospect
information, follow these steps:

1. Go to our website at
www.wpabaseball.com

2. Go the left side of the home
page and click on “Online
Prospect Data Base”

3. Click on either the “Prospect
List” or “Prospect Bios” to
get prospect information.

Changes to Newsletter (cont’d)

The next logical step in this change
is not to show the prospect
information in our newsletters at all.
Effective with this issue, we are
making this change. The newsletter
will now be used for “news items”
and other current happenings.

If you have an opinion (pro or con)
on the changes we have made,
please let me know.

Possible Player Ratings Changes

Another change being considered by
West Penn Baseball Prospects is the
elimination of player ratings. We
ask high school and summer league
coaches for player ratings when they
provide player recommendations.
By their nature, player ratings are
very subjective. This subjectivity
becomes even pronounced, and the
issue of lack of consistency is
added, when the ratings are being
prepared by a large number of
coaches with different experiences,
perspectives and philosophies. In
addition, we don’t have ratings for
all players included in our prospect
listing. In some cases, this is
because the coach is not
comfortable providing a rating and
in other cases because we have not
received a response from a coach.

All the above has made us
reconsider the use of ratings.

We have surveyed a number of
college coaches to see how useful
they find the ratings. While some do
find the ratings useful, the majority
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Player Ratings (continued)
of coaches seem to prefer the elimination of the
ratings. If we eliminate the ratings, we would
continue to list prospects by their graduation year
and then sort them by their principal position.

If you have an opinion on this subject please let
me know. I will be making a decision on the
ratings by the end of December.

Team Profile: Allegheny Pirates
The Allegheny Pirates are generally regarded as
the premier fall league team in Western
Pennsylvania for high school players. The Pirates
were formed eight years ago with the goal of
helping local high school players move onto the
next level of competition.

Under the leadership of Fred Albert, the Pirates
have been very successful in accomplishing their
mission. Going into this season 128 players had
played for the Pirates with 104 of those moving
on to play college baseball. 22 of those players
have also been drafted by a Major League team.

The Pirates play both locally and take the road to
such locales as Raleigh (NC), Fairfax (VA),
Canton (OH), Norfolk (VA), Baltimore (MD)
and Allentown (PA).

The Pirates 2005 roster included Brian Bernardo
(Shaler HS and Duquesne commit), Nathan
Burkey (Indian Valley HS), Tony Capozzi (Mt
Pleasant HS), Tony DeStefano (Latrobe HS),
Colin Durborow (Pine Richland HS), Jeremy
Farrell (St Ignatius HS, Cleveland, and Virginia
commit), Stephen Hermann (Penn-Trafford HS),
Sean Holliday (Moon HS), Austin Homan (State
College HS), James Hoover (Elizabeth-Forward
HS), Josh Hungerman (North Allegheny HS and
Cleveland State commit), Erik Kempton (State
College HS), Geoff Lang (North Allegheny HS),
Brian Long (North Hills HS), Joel Martin
(Marion Center HS), Bill Messer (Slippery Rock
HS), Kris McDonough (Upper St Clair HS),
John Navage (Blackhawk HS and Western

Allegheny Pirates (continued)
Michigan commit), Dan Novak (Chartiers-
Houston HS), Jacob Shaffer (Kiski Area HS),
Scott Stern (Central Cambria HS), Tobias Streich
(Ridgway HS), Brian Schwartzbauer (Shaler HS
and Duquesne commit), Anthony Trappuzanno
(Bishop Canevin HS), Chris Tremblay (Seneca
Valley HS and Kent State commit) and Pat
Trettel (North Allegheny HS).

Players are selected for the Pirates largely on the
recommendations of professional scouts and
other knowledgeable baseball people.  Anyone
who thinks they should be considered by the
Pirates should email Fred Albert at
fredalbert@verizon.net.

Bulldogs Repeat as NABF Champions
The Diamond Dog Bulldogs, a Pittsburgh-area
team based in West Mifflin, captured its second
consecutive National Amateur Baseball
Federation Championship. They are the first
back-to-back champion in the NABF’s 61 year
history. The Bulldogs are managed by Mike
Kosko and assistant Chip Hunter. Kosko is a part
owner of the Diamond Dogs Academy of
Baseball/Softball (412-462-1466) and an
associate scout with the Kansas City Royals.

Formerly known as Batting Practice, the
Bulldogs won their regional in Struthers, OH to
advance to the 18 and under nationals held in
Jackson, Mississippi. This is the 4th consecutive
year they have advanced to the World Series.

The national tournament consisted of 10 teams
divided into two pools.  The two best clubs in
each pool advance to semifinal action.

The Bulldogs opened their tournament run by
beating the Grand Slam Diamonds of Delaware,
8-3. The opening win was followed by a 4-3 loss
to the Winning Inning of Florida.

The Bulldogs rebounded to qualify for the semi-
final round with a 6-3 defeat of the Indiana Bulls
and a 6-5 victory over the Norwood Blues.
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Bulldogs Repeat (continued)
Anthony Rossi (Peters Township and University
of Pittsburgh) pitched a complete game in
beating the Bulls. Against the Blues, the
Bulldogs weathered three rain delays and
stormed back from a 5-1 deficit in the bottom of
the 7th to win. With one out in the bottom of the
seventh, the Bulldogs strung together seven hits,
including a hit by Jimmy Gallagher, (Peters
Township and Duke) that scored Andy Goff (Mt.
Lebanon and Wake Forest) with the game
winning run.

The Bulldogs easily won the opening game of
the semi-final round, smashing the Jackson
96ers, 13-4. In the championship game, they
edged the Indiana Bulls in a rematch by a 7-6
score. The Bulldogs needed extra innings in the
title game, with Gallagher playing the hero one
more time as he tagged a sacrifice fly to right to
score Shayne Busti (Carmichaels and Penn State)
with the winning run in the eighth inning.

The Bulldogs appeared to have the game sewn
up, leading 6-3, with two outs in the top of the
seventh. The Bulls rallied to tie the game,
however, and send the contest into extra innings
as the Bulldogs stranded runners on second and
third in the bottom of the seventh.

After starting pitcher Eric Drobotij (Mt. Lebanon
and Mercyhurst) put down the Bulls in order in
the top of the eighth, the Bulldogs rallied for the
win.  Busti singled, Blake Jurena (North
Allegheny – 2005) reached first on a bunt and
Goff walked to load the bases for Gallagher.

Drobotij earned MVP honors in the tournament.
He pitched two complete games in the
championship round, and was the winning
pitcher in both.

Gallagher, Goff and Drobotij played on both
championship teams along with Clint Seymour
(Mt. Lebanon and Eastern Kentucky) and Mike
Schmidt (Bethel Park and West Virginia).

Bulldogs Repeat (continued)
Other members of the squad included Craig
Misiewicz (Bethel Park and Allegheny), Matt
Charlton (Bethel Park and Lehigh), Eric
Morrison (Bethel Park and Duquesne), Aaron
Janusey (Peters Township and Duquesne), Mike
Gielarowski (Chartiers Valley – 2005), Gary
Bucuren (Ambridge – 2005), Sam Clyde
(Southside Beaver and Cleveland State) and
Tony Kostelnik (West Mifflin and Point Park).

The Bulldogs placed several players on the All-
Tournament Team including Bucuren,  Charlton,
Drobitij, Goff, Janusey  and Seymour.

Prospect Contact Information
A number of college and junior college coaches
have told us they would like to have access to
contact information for the prospects included in
our newsletter. We are providing that information
(to the extent we have it) on a request only basis
and only to college or junior college coaches. We
will not include that information on the website
for confidentiality reasons.

A number of coaches have already requested and
received that information. Please email me at
wpabaseball@hotmail.com if you are interested
and have not yet asked for the contact data. If
you have already requested contact information
there is no need to ask for it again. Updated
contact info will be periodically provided as we
continue to accumulate information.

Early Commitments
We have heard of six early WPIAL college
commitments. John Navage (Blackhawk) has
decided on Western Michigan, where he will play
for former Penn State assistant Randy Ford.
Chris Tremblay (Seneca Valley) has decided on
Kent State. Josh Hungerman (North Allegheny)
selected Cleveland State. Brian Schwartzbauer
(Shaler) will follow in his brother’s footsteps and
stay local at Duquesne University and will be
joined there by Shaler teammate Brian Bernardo.
Sean Holliday (Moon) selected Marshall.
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PIAA Expands Baseball Classifications
The Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic
Association has expanded the number of baseball
classifications from 3 to 4. In the WPIAL the
new AAAA class will include Albert Gallatin,
Baldwin, Bethel Park, Butler, Canon McMillan,
Central Catholic, Connellsville, Fox Chapel,
Franklin Regional, Gateway, Hempfield, Kiski
Area, Latrobe, McKeesport, Mount Lebanon,
North Allegheny (2004 AAA WPIAL Runnerup),
North Hills, Norwin, Penn Hills, Penn Trafford,
Plum, Seneca Valley, Shaler, Trinity, Uniontown,
Upper St. Clair and Woodland Hills.

High schools remaining in AAA are Ambridge,
Chartiers Valley, Ellwood City, Greensburg
Salem, Hampton, Hopewell, Indiana, Keystone
Oaks, Knoch, Laurel Highlands, Kittanning,
Montour, Moon, New Castle, Peters Township
(2004 AA State Runnerup), Pine-Richland (2004
WPIAL AAA Champ), Ringgold, Thomas
Jefferson, West Mifflin. Schools moving up to
AAA from AA are Belle Vernon, Blackhawk
(2004 WPIAL AA Champ), Derry, Elizabeth-
Forward, Highlands, Mars, McGuffey, Mount
Pleasant, South Park and Yough.

Schools remaining in AA are Apollo Ridge,
Beaver, Beaver Falls, Brownsville, Burrell,
Carlynton, Center, Charleroi, Deer Lakes, East
Allegheny, Ford City, Freedom, Freeport,
Greensburg Central Catholic, Laurel, Mohawk,
New Brighton, Northgate, Quaker Valley,
Riverside, Seton LaSalle, Shadyside Academy,
Shenango, South Allegheny, South Fayette,
Southmoreland,  Steel Valley, Summit Academy,
Valley, Washington (2004 WPIAL AA Runnerup)
and Waynesburg. Moving up from Class A to AA
are Aliquippa, Avonworth, Beth-Center,
Brentwood, Burgettstown, Neshannock (2004
WPIAL and State A Champ), Riverview, South
Side Beaver, Sto-Rox and West Shamokin.

Remaining in Class A are Avella, Bentworth,
Bishop Canevin, California, Carmichaels (2004
WPIAL A Runnerup), Chartiers-Houston,
Clairton, Cornell, Duquesne, Elderton, Fort

PIAA Expands Classifications (contd)
Cherry, Frazier, Geibel Catholic, Jefferson
Morgan, Jeannette, Leechburg, Mapletown,
Monaca, Monessen, Our Lady of Sacred Heart,
Quigley Catholic, Rochester, St. Joseph, Serra
Catholic, Sewickley Academy, Springdale,
Union, Vincentian, West Greene and Western
Beaver. North Catholic drops from AA to A.

The WPIAL has not yet released new conference
alignments.

State Championship Site Named
The 2005 Pennsylvania State High School
baseball championships will be played in
Altoona at Blair County Ballpark, home of the
Class AA Altoona Curve. Altoona has also been
awarded the 2006 and 2007 championships. The
2005 championships are scheduled for Friday,
June 17.

Non-Profit Corporation Formed
Over the summer West Penn Baseball Prospects,
Inc. became a non-profit corporation and was
granted 501(c) (3) status by the Internal Revenue
Service (which means donations are deductible).
We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Marty
Stanek and Jon Evans of Leech Tishman
Fuscaldo & Lampl (www.leechtishman.com) for
the legal assistance and guidance they provided
at no charge throughout this process.

We would also like to express our deepest
appreciation to Kirkpatrick & Lockhart for their
extremely generous $1,000 contribution. K&L
(www.kl.com) is Pittsburgh’s largest law firm
and has offices in many major cities.

We are soliciting corporate support to ensure that
we can continue our current activities and
expand into other initiatives that will benefit
local high school baseball players. None of the
funds we raise are used for salaries. We’re not
soliciting individual donations but if you work
for a company that might be interested in
becoming a corporate sponsor please email or
call me and I will take it from there.
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Products
From time to time West Penn Baseball Prospects
will provide information on products that come
to our attention and which we think may be of
interest to players or coaches. WE ARE NOT
ENDORSING THESE PRODUCTS. You are
encouraged to check them out but make your
own decision as to their usefulness. Please pass
along any feedback you may have if you have
used any of the products.

PressParade
Avaplay Corporation, a local sports software
company located in Sewickley, PA, offers a
custom player promotional service called
PressParade. PressParade is designed for parents
who are seeking to proactively promote their
child for the purpose of improving their college
opportunities.  Using PressParade, a promotional
CD and web site are developed that
professionally packages a student’s personal bio,
pictures, video clips and news articles. The
Starter package costs $395, and includes 10 CDs
along with a companion web site that is
maintained for 4 months (extensions available).
Most recently, PressParade was used by the
Moon Area high school football team to
successfully promote their top athletes to
colleges.  For more info, and to receive a demo
PressParade CD, contact sales@avaplay.com .

America’s Complete Scholarship Guide
America’s Complete SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP
GUIDE is a “How-to Guide” on the recruiting
process that leads to athletic scholarships and/or
financial aid. This book is drawn from the real-
life experiences of hundreds of professional and
collegiate athletes, coaches, and scouts.

The author, Mark Bercik, is a former
professional and NCAA Division I player, coach,
and scout.  Bercik, who was the MVP and
captain of his Ohio University baseball team,
designed this book to educate and prepare
student athletes and their parents for the complex
and competitive nature of the athletic recruiting
process.

Scholarship Guide (cont’d)
This book includes:

• inspirational stories and realistic advice
from current and former athletes, parents,
scouts, and college coaches;

• information to help young athletes get
noticed and promote themselves;

• advice on communicating with college
coaches; and

• information for parents and more.

A diverse selection of real-life stories and advice
from former and current athletes in all walks of
life who want “to give something back to the
game” provides a variety of experiences and
advice on the recruiting process and subsequent
college and life experiences. If you would like
more information on this product visit their
website at www.AthleticScholarshipBook.com.

Interactive Sports Profiles
Interactive Sport Profiles (www.isprofiles.com)
offers an innovative new product and service that
is revolutionizing the recruiting process for ath-
letes, families, coaches, and athletic recruiters.
ISP has developed a unique platform that will
capture in a highly streamlined manner all of an
athletes’ vital information for review by college
coaches and recruiters. See, for example,
www.zack.isprofiles.com. Through our recruiter
designed, sport specific registration process,
athletes submit only pertinent personal, aca-
demic, and contact information; athletic statistics
and awards; coaches comments; reference letters;
media coverage; and player video.

The athlete or parent can update this information
via the web quickly and as often as needed or
wanted. These profiles are organized with
interactive menus which allow coaches and
recruiters the ability to easily navigate through all
the information needed to evaluate an athlete as a
potential recruit. The basic profile, priced as low
as $75 for a lifetime membership, allows full access
to a profile administration as well as all database
features, including access to 20,0000+ coaches in
our CoachFinder program (Endorsed and used by
NCAA and NAIA).
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2004 Graduates
Many of last year’s seniors have moved on to play college baseball. Neil Walker of Pine-Richland
(Pirates) and Jared Shaffer of Kiski Area (Atlanta) are bypassing college and signed professional
contracts over the summer. We have compiled a list of the colleges selected by local 2004 grads. I am
sure it is not all-inclusive, so please let me know if we have left anyone out. We have included both
scholarship players and walkons.

NCAA Division I
Scott Bender Neshannock Youngstown State
Michael Burger Blackhawk West Virginia
Shayne Busti Carmichaels Penn State
Jim Cafaro Upper St Clair Virginia Tech
Matt Charlton Bethel Park Lehigh
Sam Clyde Southside Beaver Cleveland State
Sean Conley Blackhawk Pitt
Jimmy Gallagher Peters Township Duke
Andy Goff Mt Lebanon Wake Forest
Joe Halackna Upper St Clair Penn State
Aaron Janusey Peters Township Duquesne
Ryan Juran Shaler Duquesne
Pat Kimutis Trinity Duquesne
Michael Lucas Trinity Xavier
Kevin Matthews Upper St Clair Indiana
Keith Meyer Schenley Duquesne
Dale Mollanhauer Pine-Richland East Carolina
Eric Morrison Bethel Park Duquesne
Dante Plassio Franklin Regional Duquesne
Mike Schmidt Bethel Park West Virginia
Clint Seymour Mt Lebanon Eastern Kentucky
Adrian Sykes Moon West Virginia
Mark Tanner Neshannock Kentucky
Bill Torre South Park Duquesne
Cody Weyman McKeesport Ohio U

NCAA Division II
Jack Andrews Northgate Clarion
Drew Aniceti Blackhawk California - PA
Ryan Beer New Brighton Gannon
Shawn Besong Ambridge Slippery Rock football
Doug Brown Laurel Clarion
Mat Carver South Park Clarion
Nick Christy Shaler Slippery Rock soccer
Dan Dixon Derry Pitt - Johnstown
Eric Drobotij Mt Lebanon Mercyhurst
Jeff Foster Knoch Clarion
Joe Hoey Blackhawk West Virginia Wesleyan
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2004 Grads (continued)

NCAA Division II (continued)
Chris Kappas North Hills West Liberty
Ryan Kemerer Freedom Francis Marion
Ricky Kesich South Park Clarion
Nick Mangini Burrell IUP
Ryan McBurnie Brentwood Clarion
Kevin McIntyre Peters Township IUP
John Morris Mohawk Mercyhurst
Kevin Rayburn Valley Clarion
Corey Rodgers West Mifflin Clarion
Brandon Ruk Highlands Pitt -Johnstown
Jon Selby New Brighton California - PA
Eric Shoemaker Blackhawk California - PA
Zak Sobotka Highlands Pitt -Johnstown
Mike Swartz South Allegheny West Liberty
Eric Thompson West Allegheny California - PA
Zack Toth Knoch Pitt - Johnstown
Chris Turka Highlands Pitt -Johnstown
Dominick Winters Washington New Haven
Jake Yackovich Franklin Regional Clarion

NCAA Divsion III
Colby Beeson Neshannock Westminster
Justin Benson Chartiers-Houston Washington & Jefferson
Joe Breiter Ringgold Penn State - Behrend
Mike Busin Neshannock Grove City
Ben Cataldi Freeport Pitt - Greensburg
Brian Chrobak Neshannock Westminster
Dom DeCarlo Brownsville Bethany
Ryan DeMary Derry LaRoche
Ben Downs Derry Wooster
Jeff Elias Mt Lebanon Mt Union
Jeff Elliott Laurel Thiel
Dan Fiore Yough LaRoche
Rob Galvanek Schenley Pitt - Greensburg
Sam Gioia Bishop Canevin Rochester
Craig Hannon Union Westminster
Travis Henry Connellsville LaRoche
Paul Henry Kiski Area Penn State - Behrend
Andy Hiskey Beaver Falls Geneva
Ryan Jones Neshannock Grove City
Sean Karpen Peters Township Wooster
Todd Kennedy Knoch LaRoche
Donnie Kirkwood Neshannock Westminster
Mike Klamerus Brownsville Bethany



8

WEST PENN BASEBALL PROSPECTS

2004 Grads (continued)
NCAA Division III (continued)

Neil Knetzer Baldwin Pitt - Greensburg
CJ Knudsen Upper St Clair Allegheny
Jeff Laliberte Franklin Regional LaRoche
Kevin Madar Ringgold Pitt - Greensburg
Adam Martin Rochester Penn State - Behrend
Pat Martz Mt Pleasant Washington & Jefferson
Mark Matsko Beaver Allegheny
Ray Mertz Shaler Grove City
Pat Messner West Allegheny Grove City
Nick Metz West Allegheny Allegheny
Craig Misiewicz Bethel Park Allegheny
Grant Morgan Blackhawk Bethany
Matt Pellis Plum Washington & Jefferson
Matt Popiolkowski Canon McMillon Waynesburg
Eric Rich Peters Township Allegheny
Dave Richards Latrobe Washington & Jefferson
Dan Smith Keystone Oaks Bethany
Brendon Steele Canon McMillon Waynesburg
Ben Strimel Albert Gallatin Bethany
Anthony Talotta North Hills Bethany
Cody Thull New Brighton Penn State - Behrend
Tyler Vallano Mt Lebanon Ithaca
Jayson Vaughn Indiana LaRoche
Matt Wadsworth Mt Pleasant Penn State - Altoona

NAIA
Jason Crighton Kiski Area Seton Hill
Devin Desmond Serra Tri-State
Ryan Eckenrode Mt Lebanon Point Park
Sean Garrity Keystone Oaks Seton Hill
Brandon Gnesda Hempfield Seton Hill
Andrew Haburjak Pgh Central Point Park
Wes Hughes Connellsville St Vincents
Tony Kostelnik West Mifflin Point Park
Doug Krivda Penn-Trafford Seton Hill
Darrell Kuntz Woodland Hills Seton Hill
Lou Massiami Shaler Seton Hill football
Matt McClure Butler Seton Hill
Matt Nelson Ringgold Seton Hill
Anthony Panza Hampton Seton Hill

Prep School
Tyler Haught Chartiers-Houston Naval Academy Prep School
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2004 Grads (continued)

Junior Colleges
Brian Boltich Latrobe Westmoreland CC
Craig Canfield Burrell Garrett College
Justin Coffmann Connellsville Penn State - Fayette
Justin Corso Mapletown Penn State - Fayette
Adam DiMichele Sto-Rox Okaloosa-Walton CC
Chris Douglas Laurel Penn State - Beaver
Brian Dunn California Penn State - Fayette
Ryan Flynn Latrobe Allegany College of MD
Earl Gilbert Geibel Penn State - Fayette
Josh Guittap Laurel Highlands Penn State - Fayette
Ryan Guthrie Uniontown Penn State - Fayette
Jake Hohman West Mifflin CCAC - South
Jamie Kowalcyzk Carmichaels Penn State - Fayette
Andy Mazur Carmichaels Penn State - Fayette
Chris McCullugh West Mifflin CCAC - South
Eric McGough Plum Potomac State
Paul Metz Laurel Highlands Penn State - Fayette
Mike Nale Southside Beaver Penn State - Beaver
Josh Null Albert Gallatin Penn State - Fayette
Scott Piper Albert Gallatin Penn State - Beaver
John Pochran Jefferson Morgan Penn State - Fayette
James Prosser Washington Penn State - Fayette spring enrollment
Josh Remerowski Moon Mercyhurst Northeast
Pat Ringel Sto-Rox Penn State - Beaver
Andy Rodenbaugh Ambridge Penn State - Beaver
Brandon Ross Derry Westmoreland CC
Craig Santella Albert Gallatin Penn State - Beaver
Jason Schmeidel Plum Potomac State
Zac Swanger Burrell Westmoreland CC
Corey Watkins Brownsville Penn State - Fayette


